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ABSTRACT

Increasing numbers of time ordered electronic
systems envision the use of atormic clocks as
their central or remote station time-freauencv
(T/F) reference. The selection of one of the
commercially available devices 1s not often a
clear and simple matter hut reguires a good
compromnise between norformance (¢iven as snec-—
tral purity of the output signal or as fre-
cuenay stahilityv in one of the accepted
measures) , environmental sensitivity (magnetic
field, temperature, pressure, etc.), relia-
bility, maintenance requirements and price.
After a brief discussion of the fundamental
concepts, as pertinent, the specifications

of the different types of clocks will bhe re-
viewed and examples for actual selcction and
rationales discussed.
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